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Training for Certification

Taking An ASE Certification Test

This study guide will help pre-
pare you to take and pass the ASE
test. It contains descriptions of the
types of questions used on the test,
the task list from which the test
questions are derived, a review of
the task list subject information,
and a practice test containing ASE
style questions.

ABOUT ASE

The National Institute for Auto-
motive Service Excellence (ASE) is
a non-profit organization founded
in 1972 for the purpose of improv-
ing the quality of automotive ser-
vice and repair through the vol-
untary testing and certification of
automotive technicians. Currently,
there are over 400,000 professional
technicians certified by ASE in
over 40 different specialist areas.

ASE certification recognizes
your knowledge and experience,
and since it is voluntary, taking
and passing an ASE certification

test also demonstrates to employers
and customers your commitment
to your profession. It can mean
better compensation and increased
employment opportunities as well.

ASE not only certifies techni-
cian competency, it also promotes
the benefits of technician certi-
fication to the motoring public.
Repair shops that employ at least
one ASE technician can display the
ASE sign. Establishments where
75 percent of technicians are certi-
fied, with at least one technician
certified in each area of service of-
fered by the business, are eligible
for the ASE Blue Seal of Excel-
lence program. ASE encourages
consumers to patronize these shops
through media campaigns and car
care clinics.

To become ASE certified, you
must pass at least one ASE exam
and have at least two years of re-
lated work experience. Technicians
that pass specified tests in a series
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earn Master Technician status.
Your certification is valid for five
years, after which time you must
retest to retain certification, dem-
onstrating that you have kept up

with the changing technology in
the field.

THE ASE TEST

An ASE test consists of forty to
eighty multiple-choice questions.
Test questions are written by a
panel of technical experts from ve-
hicle, parts and equipment manu-
facturers, as well as working techni-
cians and technical education in-
structors. All questions have been
pre-tested and quality checked on
a national sample of technicians.
The questions are derived from in-
formation presented in the task list,
which details the knowledge that
a technician must have to pass an
ASE test and be recognized as com-
petent in that category. The task
list is periodically updated by ASE
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